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held in trust for an Indian tribe, the re-
gional coal team shall solicit the rec-
ommendations of the tribe and the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs.

(5) A statement that descriptions of
the tracts to be ranked are available
shall be included with the notice an-
nouncing any regional coal team meet-
ing at which those tracts shall be
ranked. BLM will publish the notice no
later than 45 days before the meeting.
The notice will list potential topics for
discussion. An opportunity for public
comment on the tract rankings shall
be provided during the regional coal
team meeting.

(b)(1) Upon completion of tract rank-
ing, the regional coal team shall select
at least 1 combination of tracts that
approximates the regional leasing
level. One combination of tracts within
the regional leasing level shall be iden-
tified as the proposed action for study
in the environmental impact state-
ment. The team shall also select tract
combinations representing alternative
leasing levels. The team may identify
alternative combinations of tracts
within a leasing level.

(2) The regional coal team may ad-
just the tract ranking and select tracts
to reflect considerations including:

(i) The compatibility of coal quality,
coal type and market needs;

(ii) Environmental and socio-
economic impacts;

(iii) The compatibility of reserve size
and demand distribution for tracts;

(iv) Public opinion;
(v) Avoidance of future emergency

lease situations; and
(vi) Special leasing opportunity re-

quirements.
(c) After tract ranking and selection,

a regional lease sale environmental im-
pact statement on all tract combina-
tions selected by the regional coal
team for the various leasing levels and
all other reasonable alternative leasing
levels shall be prepared by the Bureau
of Land Management in accordance
with the provisions of the National En-
vironmental Policy Act. The statement
shall consider both:

(1) The site-specific potential envi-
ronmental impacts of each tract being
considered for lease sale; and

(2) The intraregional cumulative en-
vironmental impacts of the proposed

leasing action and alternatives, and
other coal and noncoal development
activities.

(d) The results of the ranking and se-
lection process, including the tract
rankings, the tract selected and the
list of ranking criteria used shall be
published in the regional lease sale en-
vironmental impact statement re-
quired by paragraph (c) of this section.
Detailed information on each of the
tracts shall be available for inspection
in the Bureau of Land Management
State offices that have jurisdiction
over lands within the coal production
region (See 43 CFR subpart 1821). BLM
will publish a notice in the FEDERAL
REGISTER of the 60-day comment period
and the public hearing on the draft en-
vironmental impact statement. BLM
also will publish the notice at least
once per week for two consecutive
weeks in a newspaper of general cir-
culation in the area of the sale.

(e) Public hearings shall be held in
the region following the release of the
draft regional lease sale environmental
impact statement to announce and dis-
cuss the results of the ranking and se-
lection process and the potential im-
pacts, including proposed mitigation
measures.

(f) When the comment period on the
draft environmental impact statement
closes, the regional coal team will ana-
lyze the comments and make any ap-
propriate revisions in the tract ranking
and selection. The final regional lease
sale environmental impact statement
will reflect such revisions and will in-
clude all comments received.

(g) When BLM completes and releases
the final regional lease sale environ-
mental impact statement, the regional
coal team will meet and recommend
specific tracts for lease sale and a lease
sale schedule. The regional coal team
will provide notice in the FEDERAL
REGISTER of the date and location at
least 45 days before its meeting. The
chairperson shall submit the rec-
ommendations to the Director. Any
disagreement as to the recommenda-
tion among the team shall be docu-
mented and submitted by the chair-
person along with the team rec-
ommendation. The Director shall sub-
mit the final regional environmental
impact statement to the Secretary for
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